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4,726 was, therefore, a fine record. That the United Provinces and
Bengal, in spite of so many arrests, could have sent 888 and 373
respectively and the far off Assam should have sent 17 and Utkal
108, shows the keen interest that is being taken in the National
Assembly. No less remarkable is the attendance of 106 lady delegates
representing almost all the provinces. The attendance of 65 Sikh
delegates must also be regarded as altogether remarkable. Hardly
few [sic] Sikhs attended two years ago. But now that community
is everywhere pushing itself forward in all national movements.
The number of 469 Mussulman delegates is a good number, but we
must not be satisfied till we have got the full quota which must
be more than 1,200. I am sure that there were more than 2 "un-
touchable" delegates. I cannot imagine the Punjab and the
Andhra provinces not sending any such delegates. The presence
of 5 Parsi delegates is, of course, beyond their numerical proportion
which is 2. The Parsis, as I have so often remarked, have in
proportion to their numbers occupied the foremost place whether
in point of sacrifice, attendance, ability or generosity. I know, as
a matter of fact, that there were at least two Christians. And of
course, if Messrs Stokes and George Joseph had been free, they
would have attended. But it is up to the Hindus and the Mussul-
mans to go out of their way to induce a more general interest in
the movement on the part of the Christian community.
VISITORS
If the attendance of delegates was most satisfactory, that of
visitors was not less so. The troubled state of the country scared
away the richest men, and so not a single ticket for Rs. 5,000 each
was taken up. 21, however, paid Rs. 1,000 each, 20 paid Rs. 500
each, 162 Rs. 100 each, 81 Rs. 50 each and 1,686 Rs. 25 each,
making a total of Rs. 93,400 in receipts. The Reception Com-
mittee contributed more than its quota. The total strength was
filled up, the receipts being Rs. 78,625. 11,261 season tickets of
Rs. 3 each were issued permitting attendance everywhere at the
Congress sessions. 64,469 four-anna tickets were issued. As I
have already remarked the issue of season and entrance tickets
had to be stopped owing to the great rush. Altogether Rs. 2,49,527
were received by the Reception Committee in various fees.
ALL-INDIA CHRISTIAN CONFERENCE
This Conference held under the presidency of Mr. Mukerji
was striking for the interest it evinced in the political life of the
country. From the President down to the ordinary delegate,